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INTRODUCTION

ach year, thousands of students complete their academic studies at BC Colleges,

University Colleges and Institutes and apply for admission to one or more BC

Universities. This report summarizes the multiple application, qualification,
admission and registration patterns of the 6,804 college transfer students who applied for
admission to at least one of four BC universities for Fall 2000".

The analysis is based on applicant data contributed by The University of British
Columbia (UBC), The University of Victoria (UVic), The University of Northern British
Columbia (UNBC) and Simon Fraser University (SFU). Data from the four universities

were assembled into a pooled applicant file consisting of the following data elements:

BC University ID?

University Applied To

College of Transfer

General Admission Qualification Status®
Admission Offer Status

Registration Status

The file consisted of 8,409 applications submitted by 6,804 students who applied to at
least one of the four BC universities from any of twenty-one different BC
Colleges/Institutes. This report highlights the research findings from three different
perspectives: the BC University System perspective, the individual University
perspective and the College perspective.

! SFU has three admission intakes per year, but receives the majority of its college transfer applications in the Fall semester. This study excludes
approximately 500-600 Spring applicants and 400-500 Summer applicants.

% The BC University ID (BCUnivID) is a unique number assigned to each applicant in the pooled file. Unlike the applicants from BC Grade 12, many of
the applicants from BC Colleges did not have a BC Personal Education Number (BCPEN), thus a new unique number was assigned to each applicant.
Applicants were matched on various demographic variables (name, date of birth, postal code, college of transfer) and duplicate BCUnivID numbers were
assigned to multiple applicants identified as a single person.

3 An applicant is considered qualified for general admission if the university’s published calendar minimum requirements are met.

Fall 2000 Analysis of Applications, Admissions and Registrations of Page 5
BC College Transfer Applicants to BC Universities
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THE BC UNIVERSITY SYSTEM PERSPECTIVE

Admissions Funnel: (see Chart A).

¢ A total of 8,409 applications were received by the four BC universities from 6,804
college transfer students. On average, 1.24 applications per student were submitted.

e Of the 6,804 students who applied, 4,596 received at least one admission offer and
3,749 registered at a university.

e A total of 5,334 applicants were qualified for general admission®, of which 4,596
(86%) received an admission offer and 3,749 (70%) registered. From this it follows
that 738 qualified applicants (14%) were not offered admission to a BC university
(this study did not attempt to determine where these students went.) These students
satisfied the minimum calendar requirements, but did not meet the minimum quota
requirements.

Note that an applicant is considered qualified for general admission if the university’s
published calendar minimum requirements are met. These minimum calendar
requirements indicate eligibility for university entrance, but this does not guarantee an
offer of admission. Due to limited resources, universities cannot take in all
applicants, so each university sets minimum quota requirements. Offers of admission
are only given to those applicants who meet the minimum quota requirements.

Multiple Applications:

e Of the 6,804 students who applied, 5,444 (65%) applied to one university only, 1,141
(27%) applied to two, 193 (7%) applied to three and 26 (1%) applied to all four (see
Chart B).

Fall 2000 Analysis of Applications, Admissions and Registrations of Page 6
BC College Transfer Applicants to BC Universities
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THE UNIVERSITY PERSPECTIVE
Admissions Funnel:

e The distribution of college transfer applications, admissions and registrations across
the four BC universities is shown in Chart C. The majority of college transfer
students apply to the three larger universities: UBC, SFU and UVic.

e UBC received the largest number of applications (3,605 or 43% of the total), UVic
(2,418 or 29%), SFU (1,709 or 20%), and UNBC (677 or 8%). See Table 1.

Application, Qualification, Admission and Registration Rates:

Several observations can be made from Table 1 regarding qualified applicants, admission
offers, admission refusals and registration yield:

e Qualified Applicants: 77% of all applications submitted were qualified for general
admission. -This ranged from a low of 66% at UBC to a high of 97% at SFU. The
proportion of qualified applicants to SFU is higher than at other universities. This is
primarily due to different interpretations of the definition of an “application” ‘
especially in the case of applications submitted with incomplete documentation (or
applications submitted after the application deadline). However, “qualified
applicants” are consistently defined across institutions, so comparisons between
institutions should be made on the basis of qualified applications, rather than total
applications. If this study is undertaken again in future, more care must be taken to

ensure a common definition of “applicant”.

e Admission Offers: Of those students who were qualified for general admission (as
per university calendars), 86% received an admission offer. At SFU this is 75%, at
UBC 80%, at UVic 89% and at UNBC nearly 100%. This indicates that SFU was the
most selective in making its admission offers while UNBC was more open. Note that
SFU has three admission intakes per year. In the Fall semester, SFU’s quota for
transfer students is tightly controlled, hence SFU appears more selective.

e Admission Refusals: 14% of qualified applicants did not receive any offer(s) of
admission. By university, the proportion was: 25% (SFU), 20% (UBC), 11% (UVic)
and less than 1% (UNBC).

e Registration Yield: Of those students who were given admission offers, 82% showed
up to register. At SFU, 70% of students offered admission went on to register, at
UBC 73%, at UVic 73% and UNBC 53%. (Due to multiple applications, the
proportions at each university appear lower than the proportion for all students.)

* At SFU, applications were only included if they were on time and complete with all documentation, but at UBC, UVic and UNBC all applications were
included, including those with late payment of application fees or incomplete documentation. UBC also excluded 170 applicants who received offers in
January, 2001 (107 of these applicants subsequently registered in January). These students would have been initially qualified and were refused
admission for the Fall, but subsequently received an offer for January.

Fall 2000 Analysis of Applications, Admissions and Registrations of Page 9
BC College Transfer Applicants to BC Universities
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THE ADMISSIONS FUNNEL
BC College Transfer Applicants to BC Universities -- by University
(Fall 2000)
9,000
8,000 t---- /= -~ Tt mmmmmemooeooooeoooooooooo oo
7,000 +----14 = Frrrmmmmmmmmmmmemmmm oo o o
N e H e ————— R
5,000 -----
4,000 -
~ 3,000 -
29000 7
1,000 -
0
Applications Qualified for General Admission Registrations
pphication Admission Offers 8
BUNBC 677 605 603 320
guvic 2,418 1,823 1,621 1,188
A SFU 1,709 1,650 1,240 869
B UBC 3,605 2,389 1,908 1,401
Analysis of Applications, Admissions and Registrations of
Fall 2000 BC College Transfer Applicants to BC Universities Page 10
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Multiple A pplications: (see Table 2a)

5,444 college transfer students applied to one university only, with the majority
(44%) applying to UBC.

1,141 college transfers applied to two universities, with 87% applying to UBC, 52%
applying to SFU and 51% to UVic. Note that the proportion of students who submit
an application to UBC increases significantly (from 44% to 87%), when students
apply to two universities.

219 college transfers applied to three or more universities. Almost all of these
applicants applied to UBC, SFU and UVic, with a smaller proportion applying to
UNBC. The proportion of students who chose to apply to UVic increases
significantly from 51% to 95% when students choose to apply to three universities.

Multiple Offers of Admission: (see Table 2b)

A total of 4,596 college transfer students received at least one admission offer: 3,920
applicants received only one offer, 581 students received two offers, 90 received three
offers and 5 received offers from all four universities. These admission offers
resulted in 3,778 registrations (for 3,749 unique applicants).

A total of 851 transfer students (or 19% of those who received an offer) did not

register at any of the four universities. Transfer students were more likely not to
register if they only received one admission offer (20%) compared to those who
received two or three offers (10% did not register).

Of those who received only one admission offer, 28% registered at UBC, 27% at
UVic, 17% at SFU, and 8% at UNBC; 20% did not register at all.

Of those who received two admission offers, 45% registered at UBC and 27% at
SFU. The proportion of students who registered at UBC increased significantly from
28% to 45% when two admission offers were received.

Of those who received three admission offers, 42% registered at UBC and 29% at
SFU.

Of those who received four admission offers, transfer students registered at SFU and
UVic.

Fall 2000 Analysis of Applications, Admissions and Registrations of Page 12

BC College Transfer Applicants to BC Universities
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From Application to Final Destination:

Tables 3a-3d provide a breakdown of the applications for each university by the number
of other universities applied to. The table indicates where the students applied, where
they were qualified, who gave them offers and where they finally registered.

e 1,709 college transfer students applied to SFU (see Table 3a):
- 919 applied to SFU only, of which about two-thirds ultimately registered at SFU.
- Of those who applied to UBC and SFU, the majority of applicants ultimately
registered at UBC.
- Of those who applied to UBC, SFU and UVic, again the majority registered at
UBC.

e 3,605 college transfer students applied to UBC (see Table 3b):
- 2,401 applied only to UBC, but less than half of these students registered at UBC.
- Of those who applied to UBC and SFU, the majority registered at UBC.
- Of those who applied to UBC and UVic, the majority ultimately registered at
UVic.

e 2,418 college transfer students applied to UVic (see Table 3c):
- 1,625 applied only to UVic and almost 60% ultimately registered at UVic.
- As mentioned, of those who applied to UVic and UBC, the majority registered at
UVic.

e 677 college transfer students applied to UNBC (see Table 3d):
- 499 applied exclusively to UNBC, of which more than half registered at UNBC.
- Of those who applied to UNBC and UBC or to UNBC and UVic, in both cases,
the majority did not register at UNBC.

From which Colleges do BC Universities receive Applications?

e Universities primarily receive applications from colleges in their area (see Chart D):

- SFU and UBC primarily receive college transfer applications from students
transferring from Lower Mainland colleges (about 80%).

- UVic applications come mainly from the Lower Mainland (40%) and Vancouver
Island (36%).

- UNBC receives college transfer applications primarily from Northern (46%) and
Lower Mainland (33%) colleges.

Fall 2000 Analysis of Applications, Admissions and Registrations of Page 14
BC College Transfer Applicants to BC Universities
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THE TRANSFER COLLEGE PERSPECTIVE

Applications and Registrations by College:

e For each college, the distribution of applications, admissions and registrations at the
four BC universities is shown in Table 4.

Where do College Transfer Students Apply?

e College transfer students typically apply to universities close to their college of
transfer (see Chart D):

- Students from Lower Mainland colleges primarily apply to UBC (53%) and SFU
(25%).

- Students from Vancouver Island colleges primarily apply to UVic (66%).

- Students from colleges in the Interior/Kootenay’s primarily apply to UVic (43%)
and UBC (36%).

- Students from northern colleges typically apply to UNBC (54%).

Where do College Transfers Register?
e Given that college transfers typically apply to universities close to their college, it is
not surprising that many subsequently register at universities close to their college of

transfer (and in similar proportions to the universities they applied to) (see Chart E):

- Students from Lower Mainland colleges primarily register at UBC (50%) and
SFU (31%).

- Students from Vancouver Island colleges primarily register at UVic (77%).

- Students from colleges in the Interior/Kootenay’s primarily register at UVic
(50%) and UBC (31%).

- Students from northern colleges typically registered at UNBC (59%).

Fall 2000 Analysis of Applications, Admissions and Registrations of Page 17
BC College Transfer Applicants to BC Universities
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Admission Offers Per Qualified Application:

e 83% of all qualified applications received an admission offer. This varied by the
applicants’ college region: Lower Mainland (79%), Interior/Kootenay’s (87%),
Vancouver Island (90%) and Northern college applicants (94%).

e Out of those colleges that submitted 100 or more applications for Fall 2000 university
admission, the college with the most admission offers per qualified application was
College of New Caledonia (96%). The fewest admission offers per application (77%)
was for students from Coquitlam College, Kwantlen University College and
University College of the Fraser Valley. (See Table 5).

Registration Yield:

¢ The overall registration yield (registrations per admission offer) was 70%.
Vancouver Island colleges had the highest registration yield (78%), while Northern
colleges and Interior/Kootenay colleges had the lowest (65% and 66% respectively).

¢ Excluding small colleges, the highest registration yield was from Camosun College
transfers (84%) and the lowest registration rate per offer was for transfers from the
University College of the Cariboo (64%). (See Table 5).

Fall 2000 Analysis of Applications, Admissions and Registrations of Page 21
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COMPARISON: BC12 VS. BC COLLEGE APPLICANTS

Each year since 1995, the Office of Analytical Studies at SFU has prepared a similar
report on applications, admission offers and registrations at BC Universities by direct
entry students from BC Secondary Schools (see Appendix). This gives us an opportunity
to compare the college transfer applicants to the BC grade 12 applicants.

One should be careful in making any comparisons between BC grade 12 application
statistics and college transfer application statistics. From each of these groups, there is a
significant difference in the proportion of applications submitted to SFU and UVic. In
this study, SFU receives a smaller share of college transfer applicants (20%) than its
share of BC12 applicants (35%). Similarly, UVic receives a greater proportion of college
transfer applicants (29%) than its share of BC12 applicants (19%). This difference is
explained by the exclusion of 500-600 Spring applicants and 400-500 Summer applicants
to SFU from colleges (the college applicant study only looks at Fall applications)®.

Admissions Funnel:

o A total of 1,488 of the 11,141 qualified BC grade 12 applicants (13%) were denied
admission to university this Fall (see Appendix). This is in addition to the 738
college transfer students (14% of 5,334 qualified applicants) who were also denied
admission. Therefore, a total of 2,226 qualified students from BC grade 12 and BC
colleges were denied admission to a BC university this Fall.

Multiple Applications:

e BC grade 12 applicants submitted more applications on average than BC college
transfer applicants (1.71 versus 1.24).

Admission Offers Per Qualified Applicant:

¢ Based on unique headcounts, 87% of qualified BC grade 12 applicants received an
admission offer, compared to 86% of qualified BC college transfer applicants.

Registration Yield:

¢ Based on unique headcounts, 74% of admission offers to BC grade 12 applicants
resulted in a registration, compared to an 82% registration yield for college transfers.

* SFU is the only university affected by the exclusion of Spring and Summer applicants since the other three universities process the majority of their
applications in the Fall. SFU was not affected by this issue in the BC grade 12 applicant study because the majority of grade 12 applicants are processed
in the Fall at all of the universities.

Fall 2000 Analysis of Applications, Admissions and Registrations of Page 23
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SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY
OFFICE OF ANALYTICAL STUDIES

MEMORANDUM
TO: Distribution List FROM: Joanne Heslop,
Analyst
SUBJ: BCI12 Applicants to BC Universities, DATE: December 21, 2000

Fall, 2000

Each year, the Office of Analytical Studies at SFU does an analysis of applications,
admissions, and registrations for direct entry students from B.C. Secondary Schools to
B.C. Universities. Enclosed is a summary of the Fall 2000 applicants and a review of the
trends from 1995 to 2000. This analysis is based on applicant data contributed by UBC,
UVic, UNBC and SFU into a pooled file consisting of BC PEN, a general admission
qualification flag, admission offer flag, and registration flag. Here are the highlights:

Fall 2000:

Charts A-B and Table 1 provide a summary of Fall 2000 application, qualification,
admission and registration statistics for the system of four universities. Tables 2a-2d .
provide counts of applications, qualifications, admissions, registrations and show rates to
each university. Table 3 provides unduplicated headcounts of applicants who applied to
one, two, three and four universities.

e A total of 13,439 students applied for admission to one or more of the four
universities. They filed a total of 22,999 applications: 45% of students applied to just
one university, 42% applied to two, and the remainder to three or more universities.
On average, each student submitted 1.71 applications.

e The applications were submitted to each of the universities as follows: 41% to UBC,
35% to SFU, 19% to UVic and 5% to UNBC.

e 11,141 students qualified for general admission to at least one university. Admission
offers went out to 9,653 students from this pool of qualified applicants. This implies
that 1,488 qualified students were denied admission to BC universities. This figure
actually under-represents the shortfall of spaces for new students in BC universities
because many qualified students do not apply to university upon hearing that the quota
minimum entrance requirements are substantially above the published minimums.

¢ A total of 7,144 students accepted an admission offer and registered at a BC
university.

e Unlike the distribution of applications, the 7,144 registrants were distributed at each of
the four universities as follows: 46% at UBC, 29% at SFU, 21% at UVic and 5% at
UNBC.



¢ As aproportion of the 13,439 applicants to the four BC universities this Fall, 83%
qualified for general admission, 72% received at least one admission offer and 53%
registered.

¢ As a proportion of the 37,489 students who graduated from B.C. Secondary Schools in
1999/00:

36% applied to at least one of the four universities,
30% qualified for general admission,

® 26% received at least one admission offer and
19% registered.

Changes - Fall 1999 to Fall 2000:

From the Fall 1999 analysis it is possible to provide some comparative statistics on
students who applied to UBC, SFU, UVic, and UNBC:

Fall ‘99 Fall ‘00 % Chg
Headcount Applicants 12,806 13,439 +4.9%
Headcount Admission Offers 8,975 9,653 +7.6%
Headcount Registrants 6,643 7,144 +7.5%
Total Applications 22,246 22,999 +3.4%
Applications/Student 1.74 1.71 - 1.7%

Trends ~ 1995 to 2000:

Chart C shows the trends in applications, admissions and registrations by B.C. Grade 12
high school graduates to the four universities over the six-year period, from 1995 to 2000.

¢ The number of B.C. grade 12 high school graduates has increased from 29,170 in
1994/95 to 37,489 in the most recent year (1999/00). At the same time, the number of
applications to universities has increased, but the number of admission offers and
registrations has not kept pace:
¢ In Fall 1995, 10,683 applications resulted in 8,514 admission offers
(80% of applications) and 6,415 registrations (60% of applications.)
¢ In Fall 2000, 13,439 applications resulted in 9,653 admission offers
(72% of applications) and 7,144 registrations (53% of applications.)

¢ Access to BC universities for BC grade 12 graduates is deteriorating: while the
proportion of qualified grade 12 graduates applying to BC universities has remained
relatively constant over the past six years, the proportion of students receiving
admission offer(s) and the proportion who registered have each declined 3% since
1995.

Please contact me at 291-4525 or joanne @sfu.ca if you have any questions.

Enclosure
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Distribution List:

Dean Goard, Secretary, The University Presidents’ Council

Jacqui Stewart, Manager, Universities and Institutes Branch, MAETT

Frank Gelin, Executive Director, BC Council on Admissions and Transfer
Walter Sudmant, Director, Planning and Institutional Research, UBC

Walter Wattamaniuk, Director, Analytical Studies, SFU

Carol Yates, Director, Institutional Analysis & Planning, UNBC

Janice Bennett, Acting Director, Office of Institutional Analysis, UVic

Ron Heath, Dean and Registrar, SFU

Richard Spencer, Registrar and Director Student Services, UBC

D.C. Thomas, Administrative Registrar, UVic

Alex Reed, Associate VP & Registrar, UNBC

Sham Pendleton, Associate Director, Planning and Institutional Research, UBC
Kim McGowan, Systems Development Manager, Student Records Systems, UVic
Michael Stevenson, President, SFU

John Waterhouse, VP, Academic, SFU

Nick Heath, Associate Registrar, SFU

Ken Mennell, Director, Government Relations, SFU
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CHART C
BC12 APPLICATION TRENDS
Unduplicated Headcount Applicants to BC Universities
as a % of BC Grade 12 Graduates by Year (1995 to 2000)
40%
Q3% % Applied
36%
35% f - T T e e NPT oo oo E
9% Qualified
Q31% b Qualif
0% 1-----==---------------
M29%
% of BC Grade 12
Graduates. ..
26%
Py B iy A SoE R EEEE S —
(322% % Registered
P e e ittt
19%
15%
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
=0 .. who applied to at least one BC 37% 36% 37% 35% 36% 36%
University
=O=. .. who qualified for general 31% 30% 30% 30%
admission to at least one BC
University
== .. who received admission 29% 28% 28% 26% 25% 26%
offer(s)
-{}=...who registered at a BC 22% 21% 21% 19% 19% 19%
University
Note: "Qualified for general admission” data was not collected prior to 1997.
1995 1996 1997 - 1998 1999 2000
Total B.C. High School Graduates 29,170 30,827 31,901 34,348 35,728 37,489
Number of B.C. High School Graduates. ..
.. who applied to at least one BC Univ. 10,683 11,011 11,650 12,006 12,806 13,439
. . who qualified for general admission to
at least one BC University 9,789 10,188 10,595 11,141
. .. who received admission offer(s) 8,514 8,648 9,040 8,881 8,975 9,653
. . who registered at a BC University 6,415 6,501 6,835 6,517 6,643 7,144
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Follow Up Services

Figure 3. Mean number of drops per non-summer term before and after follow up counseling with error bars
representing 95% confidence intervals.

Table 3. Average number of classes dropped in a non-summer term before and after follow up counseling.

Mean sd Median
Before Follow Up Counseling 0.93 1.19 1
After Follow Up Counseling 0.68 1.03 0

note: difference moderately significant using a Mann-Whitney U test (Z= -2.679, p = 0.007)
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Figure 4. Persistence of students from Fall 2000 to Spring 2001.

Table 4. Persistence of students in relation to standing and interactions with follow up counselor.

Persistence 2000-2001

Percent N
Students contacted and visiting 68.9% 45
Students contacted and not visiting 38.9% 18
Student in Good Standing 44.9% 5591

note: rates significantly differ (x*(2) = 10.7, p = 0.005)
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eeeeeeeeeee Graduates by Major and Degree, 1998/99 - 2000/01 eeeeeccccce

98/99 99/00 00/01
MAJOR AA. AS. Cert A.AA. AS. Cert | AA. AS. Cert
Administraton of Justice 1 0
Art 0
Auto Collision Repair 0
Auto Maintenance Technology 0
Aviation Maintenance Technology 0
Powerplant 0
Biological Science 1
Business 0 1
Accounting 0

Business Computer Applications
General Business
General Office
Information Processing
Management
Marketing
Management/Marketing
Medical Office
Microcomputer Applications
Paralegalism
Child Development
Early Childhood Education
Foster Family Day Care
School Aged Child Care
Computer Graphics and Design
Desktop
Technical
Computer Science & Information Sys
Cosmetology
Health Science
Humanities
Humanities/Social Science
Interpersonal Communication
Liberal Studies/Multiple Subjects
Liberal Studies/University Option |
Liberal Studies/University Option I
Music
Performing Arts
Physical Education
Sports Management
Physical Science
Registered Nursing
Vocational Nursing
Social Science
Spanish
TOTAL Associate of Arts Degrees
TOTAL Associate of Science Degrees
TOTAL Certificates of Completion

TOTAL Degrees & Certificates 281 266 281
Q eoe GAVILAN COVLVLEGE® e A&R 10/10/01
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